THE TRADITION OP THE GREAT STATE

influences are becoming of rapidly increasing im-
portance in relation to the Normal Social Life, it
follows that tradition, instead of disappearing, will
become more important than ever by reason of the
resulting modifications in its character and range.
Its potency, an interpretation and discipline of re-
lationship, will need to be increased to a hitherto
undreamed-of degree. Herein will be the essential
valise of tradition. The possibilities of a Great
State must ultimately depend on the quality and har-
mony of its collective thought; and, that thought
may be collective, it must rest on a broad basis of
tradition, of interaction and understanding, common
to all. Unless this amplified tradition is common
to every citizen and to every child born into the
community, the epithet "great" as defining that
community will be misapplied. The development
of such a community will be hampered on every side,
rind at last arrested by the appearance of a multitude
of sects and castes, of specialised classes, suspicious
and contemptuous of everything beyond their own
peculiar circles of thought. Sectarianism is, as it-
were, an infantile disease of the Great State, and
has slain hitherto every fresh attempt to exist of
the Great State. Mutuality, co-operation, efficient
criticism, and subtlety of thought are alike impos-
sible; effort is fragmentary and wasteful, and the
community has as little mastery over its destinies
as an ailing child unless its tradition is adequate
and universal.